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	1. so i'll be bold

**author's note: hi i'm stars4redvines and i'm the one bringing you this story which is dedicated to my wonderful friend gail, also known as timebenderss who i love very much. gail is so amazing and fantastic and this is just a small gift for her sixteenth birthday. i** will update this as soon as i can but i will be writing other stories, so i may not update as soon as i want. **i am not great at writing characters as they would act in their respective fandoms, so i apologize for the oocness of these characters. i hope you enjoy the first chapter of _and i will wait for you_.**

**unbetaed because i put off writing this and so i'm writing it on gail's birthday. so, any and all mistakes are my own which i will fix once i find them.**

**dedicated to: my amazing, lovely, wonderful, fantastic, all other nice adjectives friend gail or timebenderss for her birthday.**

**warning: spoilers for brave, how to train your dragon and tangled. sorry!**

**disclaimer: i do not own the worlds of brave, how to train your dragon, rise of the guardians or tangled. i also do not own any characters associated with these fandoms. i do not even own the laptop i'm using to write this story... oh well. :p**

* * *

><p>Merida sat in her throne as she waited with her family for the delegations from Corona and the Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans. They had waited for the winter to thaw out for the Highland Games to take place and for a meeting of the three lands and their rulers.<p>

The first group to march through the doors of the Great Hall was the delegation from Corona. Surrounded by dozens of soldiers wearing the armour of their country was the reunited royal family. Merida sat up straight as a young girl near her age was lead towards them. She was smaller than Merida, with short brunette hair. She was holding hands with a handsome young man with short hair and a smirk on his face as he surveyed the Hall. He leaned down and whispered something into the girl's ear and she elbowed him in the stomach in retaliation.

Merida stood up as the group reached the thrones and bowed to them. "I, Princess Merida, firstborn of clan Dunbroch, welcome you to castle Dunbroch and the Highland Games."

The small girl took a step forwards and said, "I, Princess Rapunzel of Corona thank you for your hospitality and offer you these gifts as part of our gratitude." She then took a step backwards and watched as each soldier stepped forwards and presented Merida with a gift; golden bowls and plates, silver forks and spoons, bracelets and necklaces for Elinor and Merida, a new sword for Fergus and leather satchels for Hubert, Harris and Hamish.

When the soldiers had finished presenting Merida with the gifts, she walked towards Rapunzel and standing beside her declared, "We thank you for your gifts and hope you enjoy the feast!"

At this everyone cheered and began making their way to the table groaning with the weight of food. Merida turned to Rapunzel and offered her hand, "Merida DunBroch, it's nice to meet you." Rapunzel blinked up at her in confusion and Merida sighed before taking her arm and leading towards the high table where the two families were being seated. "So you're the lost princess? Would you mind telling me where you've been hiding all these years?"

* * *

><p>Hiccup sighed as Toothless flew over the sea and yelled back to the winter spirit behind him, "This is all your fault!"<p>

Jack rolled his eyes and flew beside him, "How is this my fault?"

"We are late because you froze the ropes on our ship and we had to wait for them to thaw out!"

Jack winced, "Oops. But why does it matter if you're a bit late?"

"It matters because we are in a truce with the Scots and being late to a feast with them could be seen as a insult or worse; a declaration of war," Hiccup explained.

Jack frowned as he followed him, "Seriously? A declaration of war? Just because you're a few hours late?"

Hiccup just nodded tensely as he finally spotted the castle overlooking the sea on massive cliffs. Toothless landed outside the gates and Hiccup dismounted him quickly while Jack winked at him and flew into the castle. Hiccup rolled his eyes at his friend even though his lips quirked up into a smile. He turned to Toothless as the dragon nudged him, "I'm sorry bud but we really don't need them thinking we're declaring war on them."

Toothless grumbled and nudged him towards the gate. Hiccup sighed before knocking on the gate and hoping that the Scottish guards wouldn't faint at the sight of Toothless.

* * *

><p>Merida sat beside Rapunzel as she listened to the younger girl explain what had happened to her. Rapunzel was a good storyteller and used her hands to help her. A few times Merida caught her reaching to stroke hair that wasn't there and only realise as her hands met air. The handsome young man introduced as Flynn (by himself) and Eugene (by Rapunzel) helped tell the story as well, continuing when Rapunzel ate or drank. And she could see that they truly cared for each other as throughout the story they would catch each others' eye and smile at each other that made Merida feel like she was interrupting something important.<p>

It made something in her chest constrict as she watched them hold hands and nearly tell each other the story because... Because they had what she didn't; love. Because she was afraid she would never find it. Because she knew that although the lords had agreed to let her and their sons find love that they were watching her and waiting for her to decide on a suitor. Because she knew that if she didn't find a suitor soon that the lords might do something rash or try to hurry her decision.

Her thoughts were interrupted as she felt a chill in the air and caught sight of a white-haired boy flying through the air. She shook her head at him and he just winked back in retaliation before flying up to the rafters and making himself comfortable. She turned towards her brothers and whispered in a warning tone, "You can play pranks with Jack after the games. Alright?"

Her brothers nodded quickly and Rapunzel was about to say something when a guard approached the table. "Is everything alright?" Merida asked as she stood up from the table.

"Everything is fine, your Highness, it's just there's a viking here saying that he's a Hairy Hooligan and that he was invited..."

Merida nodded, "Yes the Hairy Hooligans were invited, please send him in."

"Well your Highness, I would have except..."

"Except what?" Merida snapped.

"Except he's got a dragon with him."

Merida's eyes bulged as she heard that and turning to the table said, "Excuse me while I go deal with something quickly." Elinor raised her eyebrows at her and Merida just smiled back in return before she left with the guard. When the doors had closed after her she turned to the guard, "Where is he?"

"He's outside the gates your Highness."

Merida nodded and grabbing her bow and arrows from the little nook she had hidden them in, she said, "Then let's see what he has to say."

* * *

><p>Hiccup straightened from where had been leaning against Toothless when he heard the gates open. "Finally," he muttered to himself, "It's not like it's getting dark and there's probably bears in the forest and..."<p>

He trailed off as a figure in a cloak approached him with an arrow aimed straight at him and guards flanking them with torches and swords. He held up his hands in the air quickly, "Woah, woah. Is this how you greet all your guests?"

The figure in the cloak stepped forward and pulled down their hood revealing familiar wild red curls and wide blue eyes from summers years ago. "Merida..." Hiccup whispered as he took in the sight of his childhood friend. She had grown from all those summers ago and instead of the reckless princess she had been, dragging him across Berk in search of adventure, he saw a Celtic Queen, her already wild hair turning to fire with flames from the torches almost lighting them and her voice harsh with authority.

"Who are you?" she demanded, obviously not recognizing him.

"I... I'm..." Hiccup stammered, staring at Merida as she scrutinized him.

"I asked. Who are you?" she demanded again, tightening her grip on her bow.

"I'm Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third, heir to the Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans, defeater of the Red Death and the first rider of dragons," Hiccup said more confidently then he felt as he saw recognition cross her face and realisation of his title causing her to gape slightly.

"Hiccup..." she whispered as she lowered her bow and took a step forwards, causing Toothless to growl at her and step in front of Hiccup protectively. Her bow rose and Hiccup stepped in front of Toothless, shielding Toothless from her bow and stopping from Toothless from attacking her.

"Toothless stop!" he commanded. The Night Fury stopped pushing against him and glared up at him as he turned his back on Merida and her guards and faced him. "They're friends alright? You can trust them." He looked back and caught eyes with Merida who was looking at him with something unrecognizable in her eyes but it made him feel dizzy and his heart beat faster, "I trust them."

Toothless blinked up at him and slowly relaxed. Hiccup sighed and faced Merida who hesitantly stepped forwards before running the last few steps to him and wrapping her arms around him. He blinked for a minute before leaning down and hugging her back. She sighed into his chest before pulling back and staring at him hungrily, searching for the awkward, gangly boy who had been her friend all those years ago, attempting to keep her out of trouble and danger.

"You've changed," she whispered quietly, leaning up and toying with his braid.

Hiccup, who was studying her just as avidly, nodded, "I'm not the only one."

She was about to answer him when Toothless nudged Hiccup, knocking their heads together and causing them both to laugh. "Come on, it's freezing out here and I want to know how you became the first rider of dragons." Merida said as she lead him towards the castle. He only shook his head as he followed her into the castle with Toothless trailing after them.

* * *

><p><strong>author's note: this is going to have three chapters probably; maybe four if i feel really inspired. also, i know we didn't see a lot of rapunzel or jack but we will, i promise.<strong> gail, i hoped you enjoyed this and that i didn't ruin mericcup for you. <strong>**reviews and constructive criticism are welcome and will be given virtual night furies while flames will be put out with a fire extinguisher. thanks for reading. ****

****-stars4redvines****


	2. as well as strong

**author's note: i'm so sorry for taking so long to update this story and i honestly don't have any excuses other than last year was super busy and stressful for me but i am determined to finish this story and so the next update will actually be soon and not in six months time.**

**thanks to everyone reading this story and virtual night furies to Princess Unikitty, AnimeRose93 and **mericcupgirl** who all reviewed! :)**

**mericcupgirl: i'm glad you're enjoying the story and here's the update! :)**

**i am not great at writing characters as they would act in their respective fandoms, so i apologize for the oocness of these characters. i hope you enjoy the second chapter of _and i will wait for you_.**

**unbetaed because i am a terrible person and i haven't updated in forever. so, any and all mistakes are my own which i will fix once i find them.**

**dedicated to: my amazing, lovely, wonderful, fantastic, all other nice adjectives friend gail or timebenderss for her birthday.**

**warning: spoilers for brave, how to train your dragon and tangled. sorry!**

**disclaimer: i do not own the worlds of brave, how to train your dragon, rise of the guardians or tangled. i also do not own any characters associated with these fandoms. i do not even own the laptop i'm using to write this story... oh well. :p**

* * *

><p>Hiccup laughed as Merida lead him through the castle, chattering all the while and asking him endless questions without waiting for an answer. He kept stealing glances at her, as if making sure the woman beside him was really Merida. In some ways she was exactly as he remembered; curious to a fault, with her accent slipping as she continued to talk and her excitement took over. Her gentle gestures and smooth stride however, had him barely recognizing her. Hiccup couldn't help but wonder how Merida had changed so much and if she found his changes as disconcerting.<p>

Merida caught Hiccup's gaze as he continued to stare at her with his eyes glittering in the flames from the torches. She blushed and dropped her eyes as her chest warmed at his appraising stare. She could hear her accent slipping as she spoke to him in Common and she mumbled out an apology while she studied him out of the corner of her eyes. Merida could hardly believe that the man walking beside her with a quiet air of authority and confidence was the same boy who had cringed at the thought of haggis and attempted to steer her out of trouble. She couldn't help but smile at the thought of the awkward boy who had joined in so many of her childhood adventures and plotted almost all of her pranks for her brothers and Jack.

Hiccup saw her smile and felt his heart pound as he asked, "What?"

Merida blinked at him in reply before she teased, "I was just thinking about a young awkward, gangly Viking..."

Hiccup laughed at her description before he countered, "That's funny actually, I was just thinking about a young stubborn, reckless princess..."

She snorted before mock-glaring at him and asking, "And what happened to this reckless princess?"

He shrugged at her before asking with a wry smile, "What happened to the awkward Viking?"

Neither had noticed that they had frozen in the corridor, staring into each other's eyes and willing their hearts to slow down as they hesitantly leaned into one another. Merida rose onto her toes and watched as Hiccup's eyes drifted shut before she kissed him. For a moment he stood still and she could feel her heart sink before he tilted his head and wrapped his arm around her waist. She tangled one hand in his hair and rested the other over the beat of his heart as he toyed with the ends of her hair.

Merida drew back hesitantly, her eyelids fluttering open as she stared at Hiccup. She watched thunderstruck as he locked eyes with her and slowly licked his lips. She coloured even as she reached for him and their lips were just drawing nearer when she heard a squeak behind them. She spun around to see a flustered Rapunzel, looking anywhere but at them as she stammered out an apology, "Oh my gosh Merida I am so sorry, I just wondered where you were and I went to check on you but then I got lost and then I heard your voice and I followed you and I am just so sorry!"

Merida sighed as she broke free of Hiccup's embrace and grabbed the smaller princess by her shoulders, "Rapunzel. Take in a deep breath." After she had followed her instructions, she continued, "And you have nothing to apologize for. I appreciate your concern for me and I apologize for leaving you at the banquet without me."

She looked back at Hiccup and saw him studying her with a tilted head and a half-smile curling his lips. She turned back to Rapunzel, trying to hide the blush on her face and said, "Let's just forget that this ever happened okay?"

Rapunzel nodded frantically and Merida sighed in satisfaction before turning to Hiccup and saying, "Let's get to the banquet and you can finally tell me all about what I've missed out on." He nodded at her with that half-smile of his and she huffed before marching Rapunzel back to the Hall. Hiccup followed behind them, studying the bear designs surrounding him and the two princesses in front of him. He didn't know the younger princess personally but of course he had heard of her; Princess Rapunzel of Corona, the lost princess. He had heard all about her tale from various rumours but he doubted any of it was true; witches, singing Vikings and glowing hair just didn't sound plausible to him.

He took in her small stature and short brown hair before his gaze was dragged back to Merida. He followed the curves of her body with his heavy gaze and clenched his hand into a fist as he thought of her slim yet firm body pressed up against him as they kissed each other's lips. He gulped as he saw her sneaking a glance at him and sighed.

It seemed no matter the situation, Merida always seemed to drag him into trouble.

* * *

><p>Hiccup yawned as he walked slowly to where he thought the Dunbroch library was. He could vaguely remember running after Merida as she tried to beat at him at a game of tag. A smile graced his face as he imagined himself, laughing as he chased her bouncing red curls and her giggling as she tried to outchase the bony boy following her. He was still smiling as he walked into the library and spotted Rapunzel, surrounded by many books and Merida, lying her head down on said books. Rapunzel cheerfully at him and nudged Merida, "Merida, Hiccup's here!"<p>

He snorted as Merida's hand slapped Rapunzel's elbow away from her and grumbled into her pile of books, "Go away!"

Rapunzel pouted as she rubbed her elbow and blinked up at him, "Do you think you could wake her up?"

Hiccup sighed and looked up at the ceiling to ignore her beseeching eyes. He sighed again as he heard her whine, "Hiccup..."

He made his way over to Merida and studied her for a minute, trying to formulate a plan. He didn't really blame her for being tired though; last night had been boisterous with endless drinks as Hiccup and Rapunzel told their stories and then Merida had told her own, laughing at Hiccup's expressions throughout it. Honestly, with his headache and tired limbs, Hiccup would rather be sleeping in the bed that Merida's family had offered him but he had come to Dunbroch to forge an alliance and that meant working early in the morning and agreeing on treaties.

He prayed to Odin and Thor that she wouldn't hit him too hard as he decided on his plan of attack. He crept forward and his hands darted forward, tickling her unprotected sides. He grinned as she tried to swat his hands away and squealed, "Alright I'm awake, I'm awake!"

He laughed as he backed away quickly before she could take a swing at him and exchanged an amused smile with Rapunzel who was giggling into her hands. He chuckled as Merida glared at him as he moved a stack of books and asked, "So, where should we begin?"

* * *

><p>Merida growled as she stalked away from the table where Hiccup and Rapunzel were still hard at work, studying cultures and laws. She could tell that they were happy enough to spend the rest of the day surrounded by all these dusty books while she was bursting out of her skin to escape the castle's walls. Her fingers itched for her bow or Angus' reins but they were only met with quills and lists of things to have done by the end of the Highland Games.<p>

She understood why of course; these were dark times with invaders threatening Dunbroch's safety and her parents had decided that an alliance was the obvious solution to the problem. The Hairy Hooligans were old friends with many ties between the two families. Corona had been the less obvious choice but Merida could see the sense of an alliance with them; they were a small yet powerful nation with a stronger navy than Dunbroch or the Vikings.

Merida sank down against a bookcase as the ancient information floated in her mind and she groaned while she shut her eyes. Her parents' were trusting her to come up with and solidify an alliance for the three parties concerned with the help of Hiccup and Rapunzel but she couldn't yet see how. There were many things they could offer but nothing seemed big enough in return for an navy of ships protecting their coast and a army of dragons protecting their skies.

Her contemplation was cur short as a cold wind blew past her, causing her hair to fly up and her eyes to shoot open. She blinked at the winter spirit in front of her and couldn't help but smile at his cheerful expression, "Hello Frosty."

He smiled back a her as he crouched in front of her, so they were now face to face, "Hello Red."

Jack frowned as he noted how tired and trapped Merida seemed while she smiled at him, "You don't look like yourself."

She snorted as she looked away from him and fiddled with the hem of her dress, "Neither would you if you were stuck here all day."

Jack nodded at her words as he peeked around the bookcase to see Hiccup. He grimaced at the amount of books he and Rapunzel were studying intently. He turned back to Merida and watched as she looked out the window wistfully. He grinned as an idea came to him and tapped Merida eagerly on the hand, "Hey princess. Want to sneak out?"

Merida leaned forward for a second before she sank back, "I wish I could but my parents..."

Jack sighed as he looked at the unhappy princess before he asked slyly, "What if I convinced Hiccup to join us?"

Merida snorted again before he explained, "No see, you can't be blamed if your guest wishes to see your wonderful kingdom and he asks you to give him tour..."

He trailed off meaningfully and smirked as Merida understood what he meant and a glint of rebellion shone in her eyes, "He doesn't even have to ask me. If we could just get him out of the castle..."

She exchanged a gleeful smile with Jack before she headed back to Hiccup and Rapunzel. She sighed as she plopped down beside Hiccup, "It's such a beautiful day today, isn't it?" Hiccup nodded distractedly as he read a paragraph and Merida groaned before trading a mischievous look with Jack. He grinned at her in response and he held out staff as he silently called the wind.

He smiled as he felt it gather around him and released it towards the table where books and sheets went flying. Rapunzel squeaked in surprise and clutched her book while Merida burst into loud laughter. Hiccup's reaction was by far Jack's favourite though. He stared at the scattered books around him before he locked eyes with Jack. "Oh now you've done it," he growled before he made a mad grab for the laughing immortal, "I swear to Thor Jack!"

Jack and Merida only laughed harder as Hiccup chased him around the library before Jack jumped out the window. "If you want me, come and get me Haddock!" Jack hollered as he spun through the air. Hiccup cursed underneath his breath as he ran out of the library, a gleeful Merida and a confused Rapunzel hot on his heels.

As they made their way outside, they could see a smirking Jack floating above them. He waved at Hiccup and winked at Merida before speeding towards the forest. Hiccup cursed again before he ran to the stables where Toothless was sleeping. Merida grinned as she raced to Angus' stable and jumped on his back, anticipating the chase to come.

She grinned as she watched Hiccup and Toothless take to the air before she kicked Angus on and they were soon galloping after them. She didn't pay attention to the gaping crowds she passed or the cries of Rapunzel in the distance; all she could focus on was her own body and Angus beneath her as they raced towards the forest.

* * *

><p>Jack snuck a glance behind him as he raced towards the forest and grinned when he saw Hiccup and Toothless flying after him.<p>

He looked back further and his grin widened as he spotted Merida following them, her head thrown back as she laughed on Angus. He spun lazily in the air, allowing Hiccup and Merida to catch up with him before he sped off again. He thought heard Hiccup shouting at him but he wasn't sure with the roar of the wind in his ears.

He turned around to face Hiccup again and genuinely smiled as he could finally see the grin on his friend's face as he realized Jack had provoked him into this whole chase. He swooped down towards a clearing in the trees and alighted on a massive stone. He idly traced the designs below him as he waited for his companions to catch up.

Hiccup arrived first as he and Toothless landed in the centre of the stone circle and gazed about them in wonder. Jack watched as Hiccup wandered around the stones, studying them with his usual fierce concentration as Toothless lay down and put his head between his claws in contentment.

Jack waved cheekily at Hiccup when he finally spotted him, "Eventually catch up, did you?"

Hiccup mock-glared at him for a moment before he rolled his eyes and muttered, "Eventually." He looked around him in interest again and asked, "How did you find this place?"

He shrugged his shoulders as he looked around him before answering simply, "I didn't. Merida showed me on one of my visits."

Hiccup nodded at his words and hesitantly brushed his fingers against one of the stones, "How old are they?"

Both of their heads jerked up as Merida's clear voice answered, "No one truly knows how old they are, though many have their own theories. Some say they have always been here, guardians of the land." Jack watched in interest at Hiccup's reaction to Merida's presence. He stood straighter and taller, his whole attention fixed on her as she continued reverently, "Others claim that they are timeless because they belong to the world of the fae."

Hiccup cocked his head to the side and asked gently, "And you?"

Merida smiled softly and Jack saw as Hiccup smiled goofily back at her, "I don't believe that they have always been here or that they're timeless... But I do believe that they are ancient and tied to the land." She placed her palm against the stones and explained slowly, "I believe that they are the remnants of the old kingdom that fell, Mor'du's kingdom. Perhaps a desperate group prayed for protection from the war and destruction and this was given to them. Perhaps this is what was given to them. A sanctuary."

She tore her gaze from her hand and lowered her head in embarrassment as she saw the looks of surprise on both boys' faces. She mumbled quietly, "Not all of Mum's lessons are boring." Hiccup and Jack exchanged a glance before laughing and Merida scowled at them both, "I don't know why I even bother..."

Their laughter was cut short as Angus whinnied outside the stone circle. An answering whinny could be heard before a third figure jumped off their horse and strode into the circle, their gaze fixed on Jack. He nearly jumped off his perch in shock and joy as Rapunzel, the lost princess of Corona, pointed a slender finger at him and asked, "Who are you?"

* * *

><p><strong>author's note: i've decided this story is definitely going to be three chapters long. and i know we didn't see a lot of rapunzel but at least we saw a lot more of jack! <strong>gail, i hope you enjoyed this and that you're not too mad about the extremely late update. but hey, at least it isn't nearly as angsty as the story i wrote for jutine! and there was even fluffy mericcup! ;) i also hope that i didn't ruin mericcup or the big four for you.<strong>**

****reviews and constructive criticism are welcome and will be given virtual night furies while flames will be put out with a fire extinguisher. thanks for reading. ****

****-stars4redvines****


	3. and use my head alongside my heart

**author's note: i actually finished this and i'm kind of proud of this is amazing and it only cost me a few hours sleep and some blood, sweat and tears! ****no but seriously, i know i abandoned this story for a while but writing it again felt so wonderful and therapeutic after a long, busy, stressful day and writing it for gail was just a plus.**

**thanks to everyone reading this story and virtual night furies to Guest and guest who reviewed! :)**

**Guest: i'm glad you're enjoying the story! :)**

**guest: i'm glad you're enjoying the story! :)**

**i am not great at writing characters as they would act in their respective fandoms, so i apologize for the oocness of these characters. i hope you enjoy the third and final chapter of _and i will wait for you_.**

**unbetaed because i am a terrible person and it's gail's birthday again and i just need to get this published now okay! (sorry I'm just a teeny bit stressed at the moment!) so, any and all mistakes are my own which i will fix once i find them.**

**dedicated to: my amazing, lovely, wonderful, fantastic, all other nice adjectives friend gail or timebenderss for her birthday.**

**warning: spoilers for brave, how to train your dragon and tangled. sorry!**

**disclaimer: i do not own the worlds of brave, how to train your dragon, rise of the guardians or tangled. i also do not own any characters associated with these fandoms. i do not even own the laptop i'm using to write this story... oh well. :p**

* * *

><p>Jack stared at the small girl in front of him as he jumped off of his perch. He could see Merida and Hiccup looking as shocked as he felt but he couldn't focus on them when there was someone else who could see him right in front of him. He knew few people could see him for some reason; Merida, Elinor, Fergus and the triplets, as well as Hiccup, Stoick, Gobber and some members of the Hairy Hooligans. He had wandered around for years looking for others who could see him, but to the rest of the world he was a ghost; invisible and intangible to them. So what made this princess different?<p>

She stared back at him with wide eyes as he wondered at who this girl was to see him. He steeped forward hesitantly, took in a deep breath and asked quietly, , "You can you... you can you see me?"

The little princess paused for a moment before nodding slowly. Jack let out a small laugh of joy and felt tears prickle at his eyes as the information sank in that someone else could see him. He flinched as her hand slowly cupped his face and she whispered, "Don't cry."

Jack stared at the princess before him before nodding, "Okay."

She smiled at that, a genuine smile that emitted warmth and light and he couldn't help but smile back at her. Rapunzel dropped her hand at his smile and he missed her warmth. He was distracted from this strange thought when Merida crashed into him and laughed in delight, "I knew others could see you Frost, I just knew it!"

He caught Hiccup's gaze over Merida's red curls and his friend smiled at him, knowing how much of a shock this would be for him. He grinned back at him before poking the still laughing archer in the stomach, "I need to breathe princess."

She rolled her eyes at him and gave him an extra hard squeeze that had him gasping for breath before she let him go. He rubbed his stomach while he glared at the grinning Merida and was about to complain when Rapunzel said, "You never answered my question."

He blinked at her in confusion before Hiccup explained, "You never told her who you were Jack."

Jack nodded and then bowed extravagantly to the brunette princess, "My name is Jack. Jack Frost."

She gasped and then said, "You were in Moth- in Gothel's stories!"

He cocked his head and was about to mention her slip when Merida leaned towards them with a gleeful glint in her eye and asked, "Do any of you fancy a race?"

Jack exchanged a glance with Rapunzel before facing Merida and a grinning Hiccup, "Of course princess."

The next few hours were spent with the four friends racing around the countryside as Merida pointed out landmarks and told them legends about the land. They were all grinning until Merida groaned as she noted how the evening had crept upon them. She sighed and waved her arms in the air to gain Jack and Hiccup's attention and explained sadly, "We should be getting back. It'll be supper time soon."

Jack frowned as he watched the weight from the library seem to burden Merida again at the thought of returning to the castle and asked her softly, "One more race Red?"

She blinked up at for a moment before beaming at him, "Don't think I'm going to go easy on you, snow boy."

He grinned back at her before he swooped though the air above her, "I wouldn't dream of it princess."

* * *

><p>Hiccup stared at Merida as discreetly as he could while his father talked beside him. The rest of the Hairy Hooligans had arrived that afternoon while Hiccup and the others had been out apparently. Stoick and Gobber seemed to be delighted to see Fergus again and Hiccup swore he even saw Queen Elinor rolling her eyes fondly at the three of them but as always, Merida was stealing his attention away without meaning to.<p>

She was smiling softly as she spoke with Rapunzel and her husband about something and he just couldn't stop looking at her. Hiccup had thought that he had gotten used to the changes in her but now she was in another pretty dress (and since when had a simple dress knocked the breath out of him and made him want to kiss her senseless?) and he was utterly distracted from everything that was being discussed around him.

She glanced up and caught his gaze before she ducked her head but he could still see the red that had tinged her cheeks. He bowed his head as he felt his cheeks heating up and tried valiantly to focus on his father spoke about the raiders that had recently been attacking Berk put it was to no avail as his eyes slid over to Merida.

He excused himself as the dinner and tables were cleared away and the dancing began. Before he left though he could see Stoick, Fergus and Gobber, leaping almost in time with the music. He snorted and shook his head as he strolled around the castle's corridors, studying the artwork and comparing it with Berk's. He barely stopped himself from cursing as a hand grabbed his arm and pulled him behind a tapestry, into a hidden alcove.

Hiccup glared down at his kidnapper and did a double-take as he took in Merida's delighted smile. He thought he heard her mutter something as he was about to ask her what she doing but then her lips were on his and he didn't have time for things like thinking anymore. Her hands weaved through his hair and toyed with his braid before they drifted to the back of his neck. He hummed against her lips as he snaked his arm around her and placed his palm against the small of her back. She sighed at his touch and he plunged his tongue into her mouth.

Merida felt like her legs were about to give out as Hiccup kissed her and she was so glad that she had thought to grab him while he was walking around the castle. She tightened her arms around his neck, and when she was certain that her legs weren't about to give out beneath her, pressed herself against him firmly. He groaned as she glided her hands down his chest and twisted in his shirt.

He eased back slowly and he watched in satisfaction as she looked up at him with glazed over eyes. He buried his head between her shoulder and neck and laughed as she said, "I've been waiting to do that all day."

Hiccup nuzzled her neck at this statement because thank the gods he hadn't been the only one who had felt the need to be near the other; he had wanted and wished to kiss her lips all day long and he was pleased that she felt the same. He hummed against her skin before placing a feather light kiss against her pulse and pulling back to look at her again.

Her blue eyes had lost their glazed look and were searching his face as he grinned slowly down at her. She raised an eyebrow at him and was about to demand an answer when Hiccup asked with a mischievous glint in his eye, "Would you like to ride a dragon?"

He took her squeal of delight and her arms around his neck as his answer.

* * *

><p>Toothless cocked his head as he studied the princess in front of him. Hiccup twitched nervously behind them and said hesitantly, "Bud you remember Merida..." Toothless merely huffed at him in response and stepped forward to press his nose against her stomach.<p>

Merida was awed with her eyes transfixed on Toothless' form and Hiccup felt something in him loosen in relief. She was nearly breathless with excitement as her shivering hand brushed against Toothless' head, "Oh you're a beauty."

She had seen him before of course but there was a difference in seeing him them and seeing him as he was now; his skin melted into the darkness of the night and all she could really make out about him were his bright green eyes which reminded her of emeralds. Her hand slid over his smooth hide and he chirruped in content.

She glanced up at Hiccup and he felt his heart stop at the look of wonder and delight on her face. She grinned at him cheekily and demanded, "Well, what about that ride Hiccup?" She then decided to not bother waiting for an answer and climbed into Toothless' saddle. He felt his throat tighten as he watched her adjust her seat before looking down at him regally, "Are you coming or not?"

He smirked at her as he walked over to the dragon and the princess, "You're not going anywhere without me." She rolled her eyes at him while he slipped his feet into the stirrups but then she wrapped her arms around him and then they were flying.

Her stomach leapt and she tightened her grip around Hiccup even as she let out a triumphant whoop. He grinned as he heard her behind him and urged on Toothless on. Soon they were soaring through the night sky, the air refreshingly cool and fresh, smelling of forests and hills and Dunbroch. She gazed at the stars above her in wonder and then gasped as Toothless rose even higher and she could see her home spread out before her, in all it's splendour; the lake was shimmering below them, the castle and courtyards were glowing with torchlight and the forests were dark, deep and mysterious with their ancient secrets.

Merida felt her throat tighten as her heart swelled with love and pride; this was her home and Hiccup and Toothless had shown it to her in a way she had never thought to see it before. She wondered what it would be like to fly in the daylight; to see the sunlight reflected from the lake and the castle and courtyards full of life... The question had slipped past her lips without a thought, "Will you take me flying again?"

He looked behind him at her question and took in her awed eyes, her flushed cheeks and her mussed hair before he cleared his throat and answered, "Of course." She beamed at him and he felt his heart thud painfully against his ribs as she nestled her head between his shoulderblades.

As Toothless descended from the skies, Merida felt like she was just drifting through the air until he landed with a bump. She opened her eyes as she felt Hiccup jump easily to the ground and he offered her his hand. She contemplated refusing him because she had been dismounting from horses since she was six but as she attempted to hop out of the saddle, her head spun and she crashed into Hiccup's chest. His arms encircled as he blinked down at her in surprise before he brushed his lips against her's softly.

She gasped in surprise before she twined her arms around her neck and kissed him underneath the moon and stars.

* * *

><p>Hiccup yawned as he made his way through the tents with Stoick on one side and Gobber on the other. Stoick looked at him out of the corner of his eye and asked "Anything?"<p>

He shook his head as he gazed around the tents tiredly, wincing as he spotted Snotlout attempted to throw a huge weight backwards over his back. Gobber and Stoick exchanged a glance before Hiccup sighed, "I'll look around and find something to do. You two go ahead without me."

Gobber and Stoick glanced at him before heading off in the direction of the stone throwers' tent. Hiccup rubbed his eyes as he wandered around the various tents, his gaze skimming over the carvers and weavers when he felt a cold chill around him. He didn't bother looking at his friend as he murmured, "Morning Jack."

Jack grinned at him as they walked through the colourful tents and displays surrounding them, "Morning Hiccup. I finally see what the big deal is about these games are. They're pretty great! There's so many stands here..." Hiccup nodded as he tuned out the immortal spirit's list of stands and demonstrations until he heard him say, "... And then Merida's organised an archery competition an-"

"What was that last one?" Hiccup interrupted as he finally glanced at Jack before looking away at his knowing smirk.

Jack chuckled at his friend before commenting, "Oh you mean the archery competition? Yeah, Merida organised it..."

Hiccup rolled his eyes to the skies and asked in exasperation, "Where is the archery tent?" He ground his teeth together in frustration as Jack raised an eyebrow at him before he added, "Please."

Jack grinned and flew in front of him before gesturing extravagantly, "Why right in front of you of course!"

He shook his head at the winter spirit in tired amusement, "And you couldn't have just told me that?"

Jack shrugged as they strode through the crowd gathered around the tent and placing bets on the competitors. "Where's the fun in that?" He questioned before adding, "Besides it's adorable how smitten with Merida you are."

Hiccup elbowed him as he blushed a bright red and Jack laughed as he jostled him back. But then they were in the front and a hush fell over the crowd as an announcement was proclaimed, "Before we begin the competition, we have a special demonstration for you all!"

He grinned as Merida strode towards the crowd and waved at them all. Her smile widened as she spotted Hiccup and Jack and she winked at them as she made her way to the marks line. He was watching her so avidly, he didn't see Rapunzel until she crashed into the two of them. She began apologizing but was quickly shushed by other onlookers as Merida pulled back her bow and began her demonstration.

Merida felt pure and utter glee as arrow after arrow hissed through the air and struck their targets with a satisfying clunk. She closed her eyes as she drew her bow back and felt the quiver of the arrow against her cheek. This was where she was at ease and in control; for Hiccup and Jack it was flying, for Rapunzel it was dancing but for her, archery would always be her one definte escape from her responsibilities and worries.

She turned around and faced the crowd when they finished and couldn't help but giggle as they roared and cheered for her. She caught Hiccup's eye as he applauded her with Jack and Rapunzel and she felt her heartbeat quicken as he smiled sweetly at her.

* * *

><p>Jack hummed quietly to himself as he strolled through the crowds of people. He had left Hiccup in the very much capable hands of Merida and he wished the two of them luck with whatever it was they were doing. He had watched proudly as they grew up and overcame the challenges and difficulties before them and if any two people deserved to be happy it was those two. He smiled absentmindly as he imagined the small Scottish princess and the bony Viking boy before he collided with someone.<p>

He blinked in surprise as his gaze met bright green eyes while Rapunzel squeaked up at him, "Hi Jack! How are you?"

He smiled down at the small brunette and answered pleasantly, "I'm good Punz, how are you?"

She brightened at the use of his nickname for her and exclaimed, "Oh I'm having a wonderful time! there are so many people here and so many things to look..." He grinned at her enthusiasm throughout the rest of the day as they flitted throughout the tents.

He had never thought that someone as warm and as amazing as Rapunzel would ever see him and he felt his heart constrict as he thought of her all alone, trapped in a tower like a bird cage. He had been having these thoughts since Rapunzel had confided in him how exactly she had heard about him and where she had been for his entire life. He scowled as he though of Rapunzel's warmth and light being locked away forever but he was shaken from his thoughts as he heard music playing around them.

Jack grinned as he grabbed her hands and pulled her into him, "Let's dance!" She nodded and he laughed as they twirled and spun around each other, oblivious to everyone else except one another.

* * *

><p>Hiccup hugged Merida to his chest as he watched his father and Gobber thank Fergus and Elinor for their hospitality. Two wonderful months had passed since the Highland Games and the treaty had finally been signed last week, sealing Corona, Dunbroch and the Hairy Hooligans in a strong alliance. And now it was time fro him to return home.<p>

He felt his heart sink as he tightened his arms around Merida at the thought. In the two months that he had been in Dunbroch, it had become just as much his home as Beck ever had. He couldn't bear the thought of leaving Merida here, to face her responsibilities alone as they burdened her. He glanced up and met his father's eyes as he stared at him; he had had many a discussion with Stoick about his courtship and feelings for Merida and his father had told him softly and sadly that not matter what he decided that he would support him.

Stoicks eyes flickered between Hiccup and Merida who had pushed him away with a desperately broken look upon her face as she gazed at him before nodding once at his son. He felt his heart lighten at his father's encouragement and his hand flew to his pocket where his mother's ring had been weighing it down for the last few days. He looked at Stoick once more before whispering to Merida, "Merida I..."

He closed his eyes as the words caught in his throat as she looked at him with her eyes full of hopeful tears. He cleared his throat and tried again until for his mind to go terrifyingly blank as she gazed at him. He clenched his fist in frustration until a memory of his parents smiling and laughing spun through his mind. He stared at Merida's face, reverently tracing her beautiful features before he began to sing softly:

_I'll swim and sail on savage seas,_

_ With ne'er a fear of drowning,_

_ And gladly ride the waves of life,_

_ If you will marry me._

_ No scorching sun, _

_Nor freezing cold,_

_ Wil-_

Jack interrupted him excitedly:

_Will stop me on my journey..._

He stopped as he saw Hiccup and Merida glaring at him and apologized uncertainly, "Sorry."

Hiccup rolled his eyes and continued:

_If you will promise me your heart,_

_ And love..._

He sighed as he tried to finish the song but he just still couldn't get the words out. He closed his eyes in defeat but they shot open as he heard Merida hesitantly began to sing:

_And love me for eternity._

_ My dearest one my darling dear,_

_ Your mighty words astound me,_

_ But I've no need of mighty deeds,_

_ When I feel your arms around me._

Hiccup grinned at her as he grabbed her hand and twirled her:

_But I would bring you rings of gold,_

_ I'd even sing you poetry._

Merida stuck her tongue out as she teased, "Oh, would you!" He shook his head at her as he continued to sing:

_And I would keep you from all harm, _

_If you would stay beside me!_

Merida spun away from him and declared:

_I have no use for rings of gold,_

_ I care not for your poetry._

_ I only want your hand to hold,_

Hiccup grinned as he grabbed her and they danced together:

_I only want you near me._

She smiled softly up at him as they twirled around their family and friends who were cheering in the background:

_To love to kiss to sweetly hold,_

_ For the dancing and the dreaming._

_Through all life's sorrows and delights,_

_ I'll keep your love inside me._

_ I'll swim and sail on savage seas,_

_With ne'er a fear of drowning,_

_ And gladly ride the waves of life,_

_ If you will marry me!_

They burst in to laughter as they heard Gobber still singing even when they had finished:

_Meeeee,_

_ I'm still goin', _

_I'm done._

Merida was still laughing when Hiccup swept her up into his arms and pressed his lips against her as Jack and Rapunzel cheered in the background for all the world to hear.

* * *
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